
A M A N W H O S T O O D T A L L

I t is amazing how many act iv i t ies in . l i fe there are in which aman may part ic i¬
pate, and some men become Involved completely in life around them. As we look
at the l i fe of our beloved Ted Regenhardt, we real ize that here was such aman,
and construct ing abet ter way of l i fe for people about h im was one of the dominat ing
d r i v e s o f h i s l i f e .

Throughout the Bible we find recorded amazing feats of construct ion, as man,
l iv ing under the Insp i ra t ion o f God, learned to bu i ld for the g lory o f God and the
u s e f u l n e s s o f m a n . T h e p r o p h e t s a n d t e a c h e r s o f I s r a e l t r i e d t o b u i l d f o r t h e i r
peop le aqua l i t y o f l i f e i n re la t ion to God and each o the r tha t was fa r super io r to
any o the r. I t was i n to th i s t rad i t i on tha t t he ch i l d Jesus was bo rn , and a t
t h e e a r l y a g e o f 1 2 , t h e m a g n i fi c e n c e o f t h e t e m p l e i n J e r u s a l e m c a u g h t h i s e y e ;
a n d h e s p o k e o f i t a s H i s F a t h e r ' s h o u s e w h e r e h e w a n t e d t o b e a b o u t H i s F a t h e r ' s
business. Jesus once spoke of the temple being destroyed, and he would rebui ld i t
in 3days, and no one understood that he was talking about the temple of the soul;
but the ent ire New Testament points the way to the construct ion of human l i fe along
E t e r n a l p l a n s . T h e g r e a t A p o s t l e P a u l a s k e d , " D o y o u n o t k n o w t h a t y o u a r e t h e
t e m p l e o f G o d ? "

U n d e r t h e i n s p i r a t i o n o f C h r i s t , m e n h a v e b e c o m e b u i l d e r s , — b u i l d e r s o f
t emp les , bu i l de r s o f r oads , bu i l de r s o f c i t i e s , bu i l de r s o f i ndus t r y and wo r l d t r ade—
but most o f a l l , bu i lders o f l i fe I Such aman was our Mr. Regenhard t , born
D e c e m b e r 2 6 , 1 9 0 0 , a C h r i s t m a s p r e s e n t t o E d w a r d F. a n d A l v e n a Te u r k o f f R e g e n h a r d t .
He was one of 5children in their happy home. He grew up in Cape Girardeau, where
he rece ived h is educat ion in the schoo ls o f the c i ty and the un ivers i ty here . As
a y o u n g m a n h e w e n t t o S t . L o u i s t o w o r k , o n e d a y h e s a w a s a x a p h o n e i n a m u s i c
store window and bought i t . He took lessons and learned to p lay except ional ly
well. When he returned to Cape Girardeau he played in the Municipal Band for many
y e a r s .

A t a n e a r l y a g e h e b e c a m e i n t e r e s t e d i n c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k , b u t h e d i d n o t
l im i t i t to work w i th br ick and s tone, wood and s tee l . To h im, the greates t con¬
s t r u c t i o n w a s t o b u i l d t h e C h r i s t i a n l i f e . H e w a s j o i n e d i n t h i s g r e a t e s t o f a l l
v e n t u r e s w h e n h e w a s u n i t e d i n m a r r i a g e t o M i s s L o i s M c N e e l y o n M a r c h 3 1 , 1 9 2 3 , a t
Leemon, Missour i . To the happy couple four chi ldren were born, two, Al ice and
Don, grew to adulthood. From 1923 unti l the close of World War I I , he was associated
with Regenhardt Construction Co., McCarthy Construction Co. in Panama, and then
t h e C B s o r C o n s t r u c t i o n B a t a l l l o n o f t h e N a v y.

Ac t i ve Method is ts a l l t he i r l i ves , they t rans fe r red in to Grace Method is t Church
on March 6, 1944, and have played amajor rol l in i ts service and growth in the
t h i r t y y e a r s s i n c e t h e n .

In the years fo l lowing World War I I , Mr. Regenhardt served as County Col lector,
and then on May 28, 1957, was appointed Postmaster of Cape Girardeau by President
E i s e n h o w e r . H i s s k i l l a n d i n t e r e s t i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n b u s i n e s s w a s p u t t o
i m m e d i a t e u s e , a s h e c a r e f u l l y g u i d e d t h e p o s t o f fi c e t h r o u g h p h e n o m i n a l g r o w t h
a n d e v e n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e b e a u g i f u l n e w P o s t O f fi c e b u i l d i n g . H i s d e e p
In te res t in peop le and the i r we l fa re can be seen in h is ac t i ve par t i c ipa t ion in the
Red Cross, in c iv ic a ffa i rs , and in Southeast Missour i Hospi ta l , where as amember
of the Board of Trustees, he looked forward to the expansion of the hospital and
i t s s e r v i c e t o t h e c o m m u n i t y. O n m a n y o c c a s i o n s h e t a l k e d t o m e o f t h e e q u i p m e n t
h e h o p e d t o s e e t h e h o s p i t a l s e c u r e f o r w o r k i n i t s h e a l i n g m i n i s t r y , a n d h e
w o r k e d h a r d t o m a k e t h i s p o s s i b l e .



Achiirchman of the highest order, he served well on the building cominittee of
Grace Methodist Church, and played alarge part in helping to guide the congre¬
gation in its dreams and construction of this beautiful place of worship. And when
the work was done, and the congregation had moved into its new home, he continued
to be a tower o f i nsp i ra t i on and l eade rsh ip i n t he l i f e o f h i s be loved chu rch .
"Build thee more worthy mansions, 0my Soul" seems to have been written especially
for hici. His greatest work has not been building structures of brick and stone, wood
and steel—his greatest work has been upon the l ives of people about him.
children, especially, were attracted to him, and Iknow one litt le girl who will
always have aspecial place of love in her heart for him. He always had time to pick
up Ann when we caffle to Cape, joking with her about her freckles, and always getting
ak iss in re turn. As a l i t t le 3year o ld , she never forgot , and her l i fe wi l l
always be brighter because he stood so tall in his love and friendship and inspiration
f o r h e r .
f o r w h a t a m a n i s c a n b e s e e n i n h i s f a c e ,
m i n d w h e n h e w r o t e :

L i t t l e

His physical appearance indicated the height and beauty of his character;
Wil l Allen Dromgoole had such aman in

T H E B R I D G E B U I L D E R

An old man going aIotb highway
C a m e a t t h e e v e n i n g , c o l d a n d g r a y.
To achasm vast and deep and wide.
Th ru wh ich was flow ing asu l l en t i de .
T h e o l d m a n c r o s s e d i n t h e t w i l i g h t d i m ;
T h e s u l l e n s t r e a m h a d n o f e a r s f o r h i m ;
B u t h e t u r n e d w h e n s a f e o n t h e o t h e r s i d e .
A n d b u i l t a b r i d g e t o s p a n t h e t i d e .

" O l d m a n " , s a i d a f e l l o w p i l g r i m n e a r,
"You are wast ing yo i i r s t rength wi th bu i ld ing here.
Your journey will end with the ending day.
You never again wi l l pass this way.
You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide;
Why build you the bridge at the eventide?"

T h e b u i l d e r l i f t e d h i s g r a y o l d h e a d .
"Good friend, in the path Ihave come," he said.
There follows after me today ayouth whose feet must pass this way.

T h i s c h a s m t h a t h a s b e e n n a u g h t t o m e
To t h a t f a i r - h a i r e d y o u t h m i g h t a p i t - f a l l b e ;
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim—
Good friend, Iam building the bridge for him."

No higher tribute can be paid to aman than that his life was lived to build a
b e t t e r w a y f o r o t h e r s .
We shall always remember him as areal friend, agreat Christian who stood tall in
every way -tall physically, spiritually; tall in friendship and concern for all
people, tall in love for God and his fellow man -kind and gentle, full of humor -
God's kind of man. You, his family, and we, his many, many friends, shall always
be be t te r because he l i ved h is l i f e to he lp bu i ld abe t te r charac te r i n each o f us .
Surely the greeting he has received from Christ, the master builder, are the well
known words, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of Thy
L o r d .

For 81/2 years Ihave been privileged to be his pastor.


