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" he received his education in the achools of the city and the university here,  As

A MAN WHO STOOD TALL

It is amazing how many activities inllife there are in which a man may partici-
pate, and some men become involved completely in life around them. As we look
at the life of our beloved Ted Regenhardt, we realize that here was such a man,
and confitructing a better way of life for people about him was one of the dominating
drives of his life,

Throughout the Bible we find recorded amazing feats of constructiono as man,
living under the inspiration of God, learned to build for the glory of God and tha
;usefulness of man. The prophets and teachers of Israel tried to build for thsir 5
Ppecple a quality of life in relation to God and each other that was far su@gaﬁur to
any other. It was into this tradition that the child Jesus was born, and at
the early age of 12, the magnificence of the temple in Jerusalem caught his eyej
and he spoke of it as His Father's house where he wanted to be about His Father's
business, Jesus once spoke of the temple being destroyed, and he would rebuild it
in 3 days, and no one understood that he was talking about the temple of the soulj
but the entire New Testament points the way to the construction of human life along
Eternal plans, The great Apostle Paul asked, "Do you not know that you are the
temple of God?" - ' ' '

Under the inspiration of Christ, men have become builders,-~builders of
temples; builders of roads, builders of cities, builders of industry and world trade-- i
but most cf all, builders of life! Such a man was our Mr. Regenhardt, bomn ‘
December 26, 1900, a Christmas present to Edward F, and Alvena Teurkoff Regenhardt,
He was one ct 5 children in their happy home., He grew dp in Cape Girardeau, where

a young man he went to St. Louis to work, one day he saw & saxaphone in a music
gtore window and bought it., He took lessons and learmed to play exceptionally -

y@m:;
At an early age he became interested in construection work. but he did not

Umit it to work with brick and stone, wood and steel, - To him, the greatest com-

struction was to build the Christian life. He was joined in this greatest of all

ventures when he was united in marriage to Migs Lois McNeely on March 31, 1933, at

Leemon, Missouri, To the happy couple four children were born, two, Alicejand ' .

Dong grew to adulthood, From 1923 until the close of World War II, he was asaociated ]

with Regenhardt Comstruction Co., McCarthy Construction Co, 1n Panama, and then’ : 3
|

the CBs or Construction Batallion of the Navy,
Active Methodists all their lives, they transferred into Grace Methedist Chuxréh
on March 6; 1944, and have played a major roll in its service and growth in the
. thirty years since then, ]
In the years fellowing World War II, Mr, Regenhardt served as County Collector,
and then én May 28, 1957, was appointed Postmaater of Cape Girardeasu by President
. Eisenhovwer, His skill and interest in the conmstruction business was put to
Immediate use, as he carefully guided the post offéce through phenominal growth .
. and even the construction of the beaugiful new Post Office building., His deep
interest in people and their welfare can be seen in his gctive participation in the
Red Cross, in civic affairs,-and in Southeast Missouri Hospital, where as a member
of 13e Board of Trustees, he looked forward to the expansion of the hospital and
its service to the community. On many occasions he talked to me of the equipment
.he hoped to see the hospital secure for work in its healing ministry, and he
worked hard fo make this possible,
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A chyrchman of the higheat order, he served well on the building committee of
Grace Methodist Church, and played a large part in helping teo guide the congre-
gation in its dreams and construction of thés beautiful place of worship. And when
the work was done, and the congregetion had moved into its new home, he continued .
to be a tower of inspiration and leadership in the life -of his beloved church,
%Build thee more worthy mansions, O my Soul" seems to have been written espacially
for him. His greatest work -has not been building structures of brick and stone, wood
and steel--His greatest work has been wypon the lives of people about him, Little.
children, especially, were attracted to him, and I know one little girl who will
always have & special place of love in her heart for him. He always had time to pick
up Ann when we caRe to Cape, joking with her about her freckles, and always getting
a kiss in return, As a little 3 year old, she never forgot,. and her life will
always be brighter because he stood so tall in his love and friendship and inspiration
for her. His physical appearance indicated the height and beauty of his characters
for what a man is can be seen in his face. Will Allen Dromgoole had such a man in
mind when he wrote: - S . ‘

THE BRIDGE BUILDER

An old man going a lowe highway

Came 'at the evening, cold and gray,

To a chasm vast and deep and wide,

Thru which was flowing a sullen tide,

The old man crossed in the twilight dim;
The sullen stream had no fears for him;
But he turned when safe on the other side,
And built a bridge to span the tide,

"0ld msn", said a fellow pil@im near,

_"You are was*ing your strength with building here,
Your jourrey will end with ¢he ending day,
You never again will pasa this way.

You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide;

Why build you the bridge at the eventide?" .

The builder 1ifted his gray old head. .
"Good friend, in the path I have come," he said, h
There follows after me today a youth whoge feet must pass this way."

This chasm that has been naught to me

To that falr-haired youth might a pit-fall be; .
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim--

Gocd friend, I am building the bridge for him."

No higher tribute can be paid to a man than that his life was lived to build a
better way for others, For 8 1/2 years I have been privileged to be his pastor,
We shall always remember him as a real friend, a great Christian who stood tall in
‘every way ~ tall physically, spiritually; tall in friendship and corcern fom all '
people, tall in love for God and his fellow man - kind and gentle, full of humor -
God’s kind of man, You, his family, and we, his many, many frionds, shall always
‘be better because he lived his 1life to help build a better character in each of us,
Surely the greeting he has received from Christ, the master builder, are the well
known words, "Well done, thou good and faighful servant, Enter into the joy of Thy
Lord," - -
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